
Parish Council of Coleford 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

  
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 

Wednesday 26th April 2016 

  
  Public Forum Period 

Concern was raised over the preparation for the road resurfacing repairs as 

it looks as though only parts will be patched when really it needs to be re-

done. 

  

It was reported that there is a motocross / quad bike track at Cherry 

Gardens, which is being used regularly, especially at the weekend causing 

an upset to the neighbouring horses and a noise nuisance to the locals.  Cllr 

Townsend to report. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

AT 

  Present 
Cllr P Ham (Chairman Presiding) 

Cllrs Conn, Evans, Horler, Townsend, Turner and Talbot and 0 members 

of the public. 

  

  

1 Apologies for Absence (acceptance of any reasons offered) 
Cllr Banks, Foot, Fisher, Gurd, Littlechild and Neesam, had sent apologies. 

  

  

2 Declaration of Interest and Dispensations 
There were none. 

  

  

3 Unicare Limited – Application to set up a Pharmacy in Coleford. 
Several comments and letters had been circulated by email prior to the 

meeting with various views and points raised.  Cllr Horler proposed that 

the Parish Council should support the Surgery by writing asking for the 

Unicare Ltd application to be refused.  This was seconded by Cllr Talbot 

and a vote taken. 

Vote:   7 For, 0 Against; 0 Abstained 

  

In view of the deadline for responses being the 2nd of May, Cllr Townsend 

had prepared a letter supporting the Surgery in objecting to the application 

which he then read out.  All Councillors present agreed that the letter 

covered most points but that it should also include that Coleford has no bus 

service after 5pm or at the weekends which would mean that some ill 

patients who see the Doctor after 5 on a Friday would be unable to pick up 

their prescriptions until Monday which is not satisfactory.  It was agreed 

that Cllr Townsend would amend the letter and send to the Clerk to be sent 

out with a copy being sent to the Surgery, David Warburton MP, LF Jones, 

Co-operative and to all the Councillors.  A copy would also be emailed to 

the Applicant. 

Vote:   7 For, 0 Against; 0 Abstained 
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4 Review of the year end accounts 31st March 2016 
The Clerk had circulated an updated copy of the year end budget 

comparison prior to the meeting and also provided the balance sheet for 

consideration.  Cllr Conn had raised some questions which the clerk had 

answered via email which had been copied to all Councillors.  The Chair 

suggested that in the future it may be worth having a working party made 

up of 3 Councillors and the Clerk to meet up quarterly to review the 

finances which would not only support the Clerk in her role as the 

Responsible Financial officer but also potentially reduce the length of the 

Parish Council meetings as the Working party could just report back 

recommendations.  It was agreed that this would be a good idea – Agenda 

item for the next meeting.  

  

It was agreed that the year-end figures were accurate and the Chair duly 

signed a copy. 

  

Vote:   7 For, 0 Against; 0 Abstained 

  

Cllr Horler left the meeting 20.39hrs 

  

  

5 Complete the Annual Audit of Accounts and Return 2015/16 
The Clerk had provided a photocopy Section 1 and 2 of the Annual return 

for each Councillor.  The Clerk then read out Section 1 of the Annual 

governance statement 2015/16 with Councillors answering yes to all 

questions.  The Clerk then read out Section 2 the Accounting statements 

for 2015/16 with the figures for the previous financial year ending 2015 

and year ending 2016 which all Councillors agreed were in line with the 

end of year accounts.  The Chair and the Clerk then duly signed by 

sections. 

  

Vote:   7 For, 0 Against; 0 Abstained 

  

  

The Clerk confirmed that she would ensure that the relevant notices would 

be displayed to allow for electors to inspect the accounts if they so 

wished.  The internal audit would be undertaken imminently by Mr Neil 

Smith. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

VW 

  

6 Matters arising 
The Clerk confirmed that; 

 The ROSPA inspections of the play equipment will take place in 

June. 

 Building Control have said that they have still not identified who 

the owner is of the dilapidated building to the rear of the Kings 

Head However they have said that they will continue to regularly 

monitor and if it any point it is considered unsafe then they would 

undertake remedial works. 

  



 Charlie Higgins of Highways Team have confirmed they will write 

to the owner of the large tree at 2 Mendip Vale and ask for them to 

cut it back to ease pedestrian and vehicle access. 

 An email had been received regarding a interment of ashes at the 

Parish Cemetery, the deceased did not live in the village but had 

strong family connections to Coleford – The Council confirmed 

that there was no policy for excluding requests received from 

people who had not resided in the village provided that they had 

some connection.  

  

7 Date of Next Meetings: 
Wednesday 11th May 2016     Annual Parish Council Meeting & Parish 

Council Meeting 

Tuesday 24th April 2016         Planning Council Meeting 

  

  

 


